Handout: Eight Arguments For and Against Same-Sex Marriage
Should same-sex couples (gay and lesbian) be allowed to legally marry?
Arguments Opposing Same-Sex Marriage:
1. Marriage is not a civil rights issue. It is an
institution that has been understood and
defined through centuries of English and
American law as a union between one man
and one woman.
2. If a state sanctions homosexual relationships,
younger generations will become confused
about their sexual identity and lose their
understanding of a lifelong commitment.
3. The fundamental right to marriage has always
been about procreation.
4. No matter what we call a new arrangement
that includes same-sex marriage, it will
effectively be the end of “marriage” as we
now know it. Marriage will become a mere
contract between any two people.
5. Same-sex marriage would start us down a
“slippery slope” towards legalized incest,
bestial marriage, polygamy and all kinds of
other frightening consequences.
6. History and tradition—and the teachings of
Jews, Muslims, and Christians—support the
overwhelming empirical evidence: The family,
led by a married father and mother, is the
best available structure for both child-rearing
and cultural health.
7. There are still very little data on how samesex parenting affects children. As
Massachusetts Justice Sosman said, “it is
rational for the Legislature to postpone any
redefinition of marriage that would include
same-sex couples until such time as it is
certain that that redefinition will not have
unintended and undesirable social
consequences."
8. Legalization of same-sex marriage could lead
to lawsuits against persons, churches or
businesses who refuse to perform a marriage
ceremony on religious or moral grounds.

Arguments Supporting Same-Sex Marriage:
1. Marriage is a basic civil right, which, if offered
to straight couples, cannot be denied to samesex couples without branding them as secondclass citizens.
2. Each state should be allowed to recognize any
marriage-like relationship of same-sex couples
that has been recognized by another state.
3. Marriage is about many things, including
companionship, physical security, property,
and love. If marriages can only be based on
the possibility of procreation, then marriages
among the elderly, couples who don’t want
children, and infertile individuals couples are
meaningless.
4. Although the institution of marriage is
definitely worth preserving, our tradition of
discriminating against interracial or gay
couples is not. It was not so long ago in the
U.S. that couples of different races were not
permitted to marry.
5. Allowing same-sex couples to marry does not
prevent opposite-sex couples from doing so
and the fact that gays want the right to marry
actually pays homage to the institution.
6. If passed, an amendment that defines
marriage as between a man and a woman
would be only the second Constitutional
amendment to restrict, rather than expand,
the civil rights of individuals in the United
States.
7. To date, social science data do not
conclusively show that children suffer any
adverse effects from being raised by gay
parents as compared to those raised by
heterosexual parents.

8. People who object to same-sex marriage on
religious grounds retain the right to practice a
religion that does not recognize it. No church,
synagogue, or mosque will be forced by the
government to recognize or perform same-sex
marriages. Even in Massachusetts, the
mandate affects county clerks, not country
priests.
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